
Solar Ready HousingSolar Ready Housing
In support of the PlanIt Calgary initiative

By Andrew Sedor



Principle 1: Create a range of housing 
opportunities and choices.



What is Solar Ready Housing?

•A house that includes a solar chase 

•A house with approximately a 51º south 
facing roof 

•A house that is not shaded by trees or any •A house that is not shaded by trees or any 
adjacent structures. 

•A house that is energy efficient



How much?
• Typical costs for solar ready are estimated to be in 

the range of $280 to $360. 
• $20 - Two additional slots on the electrical main panel of the 

house for a 240V breaker. 

• $20 - Creating a reserve location (probably on an outside wall 
of the house) for an inverter with standardized mounting 
points. points. 

• $20 - Creating a conduit from the main panel location to the 
inverter location. 

• $100 - Creating another conduit from the inverter location 
through the attic and onto the roof where the panels would 
be installed. 

• $100 - Reinforced roof rafter structure to support the weight 
of solar panels. 

• $100 - Electrical jacks through the roofing material with 
standardized connection and spacing.



How much does it save?

• “Preparing your house to be solar ready now, may 
save thousands of dollars in the near future”.

- Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation

• “In most situations over half the cost of installing a 
solar power system on a residential house is spent 
on inverters, brackets, structural support 
(reinforcing the roof, repairing the roof, patching 
holes, etc.), and retrofitting the homes electrical 
system.” 

- Solar Power Authority



Vancouver

• The City of Vancouver has 
revised their building code 
making solar ready 
installations mandatory for 
all one and two unit all one and two unit 
dwellings in the City. The 
code changes came into 
effect September 5, 2008.   



Falling Cost

• The solar power industry is currently growing by 
30% to 40% a year and breaking into new 
technologies that will soon make solar panels 
lighter, cheaper and more efficient.

• U.S. Department of Energy reports the cost of 
making a one-watt solar cell has gone from $50 
two decades ago to under $3 today two decades ago to under $3 today 

• The price of solar panels is expected to drop 20% 
by this time next year. 

• If changes to the types of housing are not made, 
consumers would still have to pay high amounts 
for retro fitting their homes   



“There has also been a significant 
response from other production 
builders who want to be able to offer 
their clients the Solar Ready option. 
From the environmental benefits to the 
advantages for both builders and 
consumers, it appears as though the 
advantages for both builders and 
consumers, it appears as though the 
Solar Ready project is poised to be a 
great success.”

- Natural Resources Canada



Retro-fitted



“This could be the beginning of a massive shift 
in this city’s design,” said commission board 
member Ron Zazelenchuk 
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