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1.0 About the Competition 

1.1 Introduction 

The Dillon Urban Design Competition is a partnership between Dillon Consulting Ltd. and the 
Federation of Calgary Communities (FCC) which aims to facilitate the dialogue between 
university students and communities. It offers university students a platform to display their 
skills and ideas, increase their exposure to industry, government, and other professional 
organizations, and ultimately, catalyze changes in Calgary. 

The competition takes place in Calgary, Alberta at the University of Calgary, between February 
21st and  March  14th, 2011, and focuses on the implementation of community gardens for the 
Northern Hills Community Association, in Calgary. 

The initiative is inspired on the Request for Proposals (RFPs) usually issued by Canadian 
municipalities and will require the submission of an online presentation (by March 10th), 
followed by a 10 minute presentation to the judging panel at the University of Calgary on March 
14th, 2011. 

1.2 Eligibility 

Teams of up to four students will be eligible to submit a package by the submission deadline 
(individuals may also submit a package).  Teams must be made up of University of Calgary full-
time or part-time students fully enrolled for the entire period of the winter 2011. All those who 
are deemed to present conflicts of interest are ineligible to compete. 

Teams can be disqualified if: 

 They exceed 4 students; 

 Their submission is late; 

 They have not met all the necessary requirements for submission. 

1.3 Awards and Prizes 

The winning team will  be awarded a  prize  of  $750,  a  certification for  their  involvement  in  the 
competition, as well as the opportunity to do a presentation at Dillon Consulting Office in 
Calgary. 
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1.4 The Judging Panel 

Six panel members from diverse backgrounds will be selected to evaluate the team submissions 
and choose the winner. Members will include a mix of land use planners, engineers, community 
experts as follows: 

 One University of Calgary Representative 

 One Federation of Calgary Communities Representative 

 One Northern Hills Community Association Representative 

 Three Dillon Consulting Representatives 

1.5 Policies Regarding Competition Submission 

Submissions must represent the work of the team only 

Only the registered student team can work on the product that is submitted to the panel; 
faculty advisers, professional advisers, and students not on the team may only critique and 
advice, and may not produce the final submission. 

Examination and disqualification of submissions 

Dillon will examine the submissions to ascertain whether or not the finalists comply with all 
competition requirements. Those submissions that do not comply will be disqualified. 

Ownership of the submissions and copyrights 

Dillon, FCC, and the University of Calgary retain the right to reproduce any and all  parts of the 
presentations for the purpose of publication or video representation, and to exhibit the 
competition results. Upon delivery to the panel, the presentation itself will remain the property 
of FCC. In any public use of the submissions, due credit will be given to the author(s) of the 
design. 
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2.0 The Competition Problem 

2.1 The Background 

The Northern Hills Community Association (NHCA) serves over 35,000 residents of Country Hills, 
Country Hills Estates, Coventry Hills, Harvest Hills, Panorama Hills and Panorama Hills Estates 
(refer to Map 1 – Study Area Boundary). 

Map 1 - Study Area Boundary 

Currently, there is one community garden within the Northern Hills area, located within Harvest 
Hills. The facility has been successful and is a popular amenity within the community, producing 
food for the Calgary food bank. Consequently, the community is looking to expand the current 
community garden program. 

2.2 The Challenge 

The NHCA is expanding the community garden program, and as part of the planning process, 
needs to incorporate and explore spatial, social, design and logistical aspects involved in 
community gardens. 

The team is specifically tasked with answering the questions, what, where, why, and how for the 
following challenges that the community is facing: 

 Locations for a future community garden. 

 Integration of the proposed community garden with the existing community. 

 Implementation (planning + finacial) policy to promote the requirements above. 
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In order to meet the clients’ needs, the team will need to: 

 Understand the area in the context of social, demographic and mobility components and 
how they will play into the challenges listed above. 

 Provide an inventory for amenities, infrastructure, and other relevant spatial components in 
the vicinity of the proposed community garden. 

 Provide a demographic and social background of the area of study. 

 Propose a plan for the site that includes: 

o Community garden. 

o Reference to access (pedestrian / bike / vehicular / transit). 

o Surrounding land uses. 

o Value-added elements of the community garden to the surrounding community. 

 Produce an implementation strategy that will include: 

o Reference to supporting policies. 

o Roadmap for implementation. 

o Reference to financing mechanisms for community gardens. 

2.3  The Assumptions 

In addressing the needs of your clients and creating a feasible and compelling plan, your team 
must adhere to the following assumptions: 

 Zoning: although zoning exists for Northern Hills, it is acknowledged that this might not be 
the correct zoning given the requirement for the sites. You team may implement whatever 
zoning (as per City of Calgary Zoning bylaw) you deem most appropriate. 

 Existing uses: your team may consider new uses for existing sites, where appropriate. 

 Budget:  You team should assume that all projects presented will be community driven and 
as such implementation budgets for the project may be limited. However, teams are 
encouraged to suggest alternative funding mechanisms for future implementation. 
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3.0 Submission Guidelines 

3.1 Criteria for Judging 

Up to three finalists that have best satisfied the requirements through the online submission (by 
midnight of March 10th,  2011) set out below and in the next section will  be selected. Only one 
team will win however, an unspecified number of honourable mentions may be named for 
outstanding submissions. 

Submissions will be using the following criteria: 

Table 1: Evaluation Criteria Breakdown 

Criterion Explanation Value 

Presentation Style As a general rule, teams should make their presentations as clear 
and easy to understand as possible given the time limit of 10 
minutes.  

Similarly to the consulting world, in which professionals have a 
finite window to sell themselves, your team should strive to make 
a good first impression by packaging your solution in a compelling 
and succinct fashion. 

Innovation and professional use of the available media platform 
will be expected. 

30% 

Content Integrate planning and design decisions that meet the 
requirements listed within the Challenge (section 2.2) including: 

 Spatial Inventory (5%). 

 Social & Demographic Background (5%). 

 Location and reasons for an integrated new community 
garden (15%). 

 Roadmap for implementation (10%). 

 Reference to existing supporting policies (5%) 

 Reference to possible financing mechanisms (10%) 

50% 

Innovation Demonstrate awareness of design issues contributing to a 
sustainable living environment. 20% 

 

3.2 Submission Requirements 

The submission requirements have been developed to ensure that the judging panel will have 
sufficient information to effectively evaluate and compare individual entries. Disregarding 
presentation requirements and guidelines may place your team at a disadvantage. The 
presentation requirements are developed for the benefit of the teams as well as the jurors. The 
submission consists on two parts: one online presentation using Prezi.com (due by midnight 
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March 10th, 2011) and, if complete, an in-person presentation to the judging panel (March 14th, 
2011).  

Submissions must consider the following: 

 Graphic techniques are entirely at the discretion of the competitors. Scale drawings should 
include a graphic scale and a north arrow.  

 The presentation shall incorporate limited statements describing site design and concepts, 
public infrastructure within the site — including transportation and open space.  

 Any “big ideas” should be represented graphically and if text is included, should be limited 
to labels, call outs, and such. When including written material, make it as succinct as 
possible, using bullet points where possible. 

 All submissions should include the following two general elements (The details of these 
elements are left up to you). 

o Planning context and analysis – this should be illustrated and include land use, 
sustainability considerations, environmental and site considerations, social 
considerations, community planning concepts. 

o Policy for implementation – your presentation should include a reference to 
supporting legislation, a high level description of the steps required for 
implementation, as well as possible financial implementation mechanisms. 

3.3 Schedule and submission process 

All submissions must be delivered through an online presentation on Prezi.com by midnight of 
March 10th, 2011. Upon uploading the presentation, the team shall notify by email to the 
following contacts: 

 Dillon Consulting (Guillermo Guglietti):  gguglietti@dillon.ca 

 Student Representative (Angela Eaton):  angela.eaton@urbancsa.org 

Qualifying  teams  will  be  contacted  within  24  hours  of  the  closing  date  to  proceed  to  a  10  
minutes in-person presentation on March 14th. Presentation location and time will be defined to 
accommodate teams and juror requirements. 

All questions shall be addressed to Guillermo Guglietti at gguglietti@dillon.ca.  


